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Austwick Parish Newsletter  

M a n y t h a n k s f o r a l l t h e 
contributions to this Newsletter. 
Your Newsletter is funded by our 
advertisers with support from 
Austwick Parochial Church Council 
and Austwick Parish Council. The 
Newsletter is distributed free to the 
communities of Austwick, Eldroth, 
Feizor, Lawkland and Wharfe. 

This is Your 
Community paper 
Your contributions are welcome: on 
an interest of yours, items likely to be of interest to 
others in the area, news from your business, group 
or organisation.Articles should be around 300 
words and, if possible, accompanied by a high-
resolution photo. We reserve the right to edit copy 
as we are limited by the number of pages that we 
can print. Printed copies are provided to all 

households in black and white, and 
a colour version is made available 
online. 
We are very grateful to our editor 
and designer Revd John Davies, and 
to Ann and Roger Moore for 
organising distribution. Please send 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o M a r k : 
austwickparishnews@gmail.com / 
Harden Coach House, Austwick 
LA2 8BQ / 07801 500352.

Advertising  
Advertising rates start from £10. Please send 
advertising queries and payments to Colin Renwick 
at colinrenwick@btinternet.com.

Thank You Alastair!  
We would like to say a big public thank you to 
Alastair Cook, who has retired as Newsletter 

designer and editor after 
many years of service – and 
many hours bashing away at 
the keyboard for us all. We 
are very grateful – and will 
miss Alastair’s characteristic 
flashes of humour! We will 
continue to see the fruits of 
his labours in the Settle and 
District Community News.  
  
Deadline for 
Contributions 
to the May 
Issue  
All copy to Mark (contact 
details above) by 15 April 
please.
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Letter to the Editor 
Many things have disappeared from Austwick; in 
my lifetime, in Austwick I can remember there were 
three general stores, the post office, green-grocer, 
butcher, newsagent, bank, two garages, two joinery 
business, an agricultural contractor, a petrol 
station, two hotels, pub, builder, blacksmith and 
seven farms…all within the 30mph signs of the 
village. 
But also understand that at the start of the 1900’s 
there were 720 people living in Austwick. Now, 

there are about 530 people living in twice as many 
houses. 100 years ago, some people never left the 
village from one month to the next - they had 
neither the need nor the means to go (even to 
Settle); today it’s so easy to jump in a car or click a 
few buttons and the choice is endless. 
Cross Leigh Stores is important, and it is up to us 
all to use it, not just as a post office but as a shop 
as well - or we may all be going to Settle to buy our 
stamps.  Regards,  Derek Coultherd  

  
Last Tango in Little 
Austwick 
An evening of entertainment in Austwick is just 
what’s needed for those dark, February nights. 
As luck would have it, The Three Peaks Players 
will be performing   The Last Tango in Little 
Austwick   at Austwick Parish Hall at 7.30pm on 
Saturday 25th  February. 
This hilariously chaotic short comedy is about an 
unloved amateur dramatic society which needs to 
attract bigger audiences to pay the rent. Having tried 
everything, they come to the conclusion that the only 
subject that will really shift tickets is sex! But are 
they right? 
The play will be followed by a short, and hopefully 
highly competitive, quiz. Tickets are priced at £10 
per adult and are available from Austwick Stores or 
d i r e c t l y f r o m t h e P l a y e r s b y e m a i l i n g 
 threepeaksplayers@gmail.com. Please note, this is 
not a play for children; tickets are only available for 
over 16s. 
If you'd rather be on the stage (or backstage) than in 
the audience, please do get in touch using the same 
email address. The rehearsing is just as much fun as 
the actual performances, and you really don’t need 
any experience to unleash your inner actor. 

Fun Quiz, Cake and Coffee 
Afternoon  
Friday January 20th in the Parish Hall, 2.00pm
Do you enjoy fun quizzes? If so, perhaps you would 
like to join us for a fun afternoon of coffee/tea and 
cake with a quiz on Friday January 20th in the Parish 
Hall.   Although this a free event, donations for entry, 
cake and coffee/tea would be welcomed. Chris and 
Judy Leeming have created a quiz (just for fun) that 
has questions that will appeal to all. Come with a 
team of four or come alone and join a team when you 
arrive. There will be plenty of coffee, tea and cake 
too!!   It should be a really good, warm social 
afternoon in the depths of winter!!  
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THE 

GAME COCK
B A R  •  R E S TA U R A N T  •  B A K E R Y

&  A C C O M M O DA T I O N

THE 

GAME COCK
B A R  •  R E S TA U R A N T  •  B A K E R Y

&  A C C O M M O DA T I O N

Bar

Mon & Tues: Closed all day
Wed: 12pm – 10pm
!u – Sat: 11:30am – 10pm
Fri – Sat: 11:30am – 10:30pm
Sun: 12pm – 7pm

Restaurant

Mon & Tues: Closed all day
Wed – Sat: 12pm – 3pm 
5pm – 8pm
Sun: 12pm – 4pm

Bakery

Mon & Tues: Closed all day
Wed: 11am – 10pm
!u: 9am – 10pm
Fri – Sat: 9am – 10:30pm
Sun: 9am – 7pm

Tel: 01524 51226   email: info@thegamecockinn.co.uk
www.thegamecockinn.co.uk

The restaurant offers award-winning 
food in a warm and comfortable 
surroundings. With a range of food to suit 
everyone’s taste, from traditional English 
to French and Mediterranean dishes.

Our Bakery prepares freshly  
baked goods; breads and 
patisserie lovingly crafted  
by Eric each day. 
 
We sell all kinds of goodies that 
will make your day even better !

Fancy a stay?   We have 5 Luxurious En-Suite Rooms
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Austwick Parish Hall 
  
Thank you to everyone who helped to decorate the 
hall for Christmas and the groups that organised 
events in the festive season.   Before we put up the 
decorations, the ceiling lights in the large hall, 
which were beginning to fail, were replaced with 
new units.   Given the height of the ceiling and the 
need to replace the old light fittings, this was not 
inexpensive.   We are very grateful to the Farrer 
Family Trust for their contribution of £1000 
towards the replacement of lighting throughout the 
hall with more efficient LED units.   The total cost 
of the work was £1662 and we can now look 
forward to lower energy use.   

Future events  
Austwick Parish Hall is on Facebook where you 
will find information about upcoming events and 
how to book the hall.   More detailed information 
about the hall’s facilities can be found on the 
Austwick.org website.   We also post information 
about events on the Austwick Community Chat 
Facebook page. Upcoming events include: 

Film Nights starting at 7.30pm 
The December film night was a great success with 
the tables set out cabaret style and a bar in addition 
to the usual tea and coffee.   We are considering 
having a bar at future events so please check out 
the Facebook page or posters on the hall notice 
board for the most up to date information.   Film 
tickets are £4.50 from the shop and £5 on the 
door.  
Friday 10 February ‘Elvis’ - starring Austin Butler 
Friday 10 March ‘Fishermen’s Friends’- a heart 
warming tale based on true events. 
Film nights are managed by volunteers using the 
equipment and films provided by Tramps, which is 
a local not for profit voluntary group providing a 
mobile cinema service.   The public screening 

licence for each film costs £120 plus a Tramps 
charge of £20.   If alcohol is to be sold in the hall 
we also require a Temporary Event Notice costing 
£21 for each event.   After covering these costs any 
surplus income from ticket sales and refreshments 
helps to maintain the Hall.   Thank you very much 
to everyone who helps to organise film nights, set 
up the equipment in the afternoon before each one 
and pack it away or serve the refreshments.   

Other events to provide cheer this winter 
On Friday 20 January at 2pm there is a Quiz and 
Cake and Coffee Afternoon to enjoy, with 
questions by Judy and Chris Leeming. 
The Three Peaks Players, formerly the Austwick 
Community Players, in their first post-pandemic 
performance in Austwick, will be entertaining us 
with their latest play on the evening of Saturday 25 
February.   Please see Page 2 for more details of 
these events. 
Information about other events in the hall including 
those organised by village groups that meet 
regularly in the hall can be found on the hall notice 
board.  

For information about booking the hall see 
www.Austwick.org, the Austwick Parish Hall 
Facebook page, or contact Kevin Hale,  
bookings@kxhale.co.uk,
07545 468627.

If you are interested in volunteering to help with 
film nights or other events, or finding out more 
about the Parish Hall Council and maybe joining 
the trustees, please contact Lindsey Smith on 
lindseyinaustwick@gmail.com, 015242 51649. 

Lindsey Smith,  
On behalf of the Parish Hall Council  
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Street Market Update  
Please save the date for Austwick Street Market: Monday 29th May 2023

Thanks to the main event sponsors Candelisa, Tarmac and many 
other local businesses and organisations for their generous support 
with last year’s Street Market. In total all stalls and fundraising 
events brought in almost £18,500, which after costs left in the 
region of £12,000 to be divided between the Village Hall and 
Playing Fields. This is a record for the event.   
The committee have come together again and planning is now 
well underway for this year’s event. Thank you to all the Parish 
organisations and individuals who have already agreed to help run 
the various stalls. Your support is vital to ensuring the success of 
the day and is very much appreciated. 
We would like to welcome new residents to the village and hope 
you will all get involved in our annual fundraising event. 
Volunteers are always needed to help whether it is putting up and 
running stalls,  helping with the collections,  offering some kind of 
sponsorship or marshalling the fell race. If you are willing to help 
the event or support in any way please contact Judy Leeming 
on j.leeming@talk21.com   or 07968739666.     
Please note: There will be a road closure in place through the 
middle of the village and parked cars will need to be cleared 
before 7.30am Monday 29th May - more information on this to 
follow.   

 The Afternoon Fellowship Welcomes Everybody 
The Afternoon Fellowship is a meeting open to everybody which attracts people from Austwick, Clapham, 
Settle and the surrounding areas. There’s no charge for admission: we invite a small donation for 
refreshments. Everybody is welcome - come along; bring a friend; meet new friends!
Our 2023 Programme: Wednesdays, 2.00 - 3.30pm (NB: our new meeting time for 2023)
January 25th Jilly Hazeldine: My World of Lettering 
February 22nd Heather Lane: The Folly in Settle, Past, Present and Future 
March 22nd  Pippa Foulds: The art of embroidery
April 26th  and May 31st  Speakers to be confirmed
June (Date to be  confirmed) Garden 
Party at the Knoll 
June 28th Ralph Court: Hidden 
Treasures of Jordon
July 26th Di Millen: How About 
Marvellous Metal Clay - a voyage of 
discovery 
August 23rd Tracey Heseltine: 
Green Living 
September 27th Elaine Beresford: 
Life in Verse 
October 25th Graham Cleverley: 
Naked Ladies in Lawkland Moss 
(plus AGM)
November 22nd Alex Pilkington: 
The Mountain Bothy
December 13th Revd Julie 
Clarkson: Sri Lanka
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The Children’s Society  
Last December, on a day when the ground was covered with snow, Austwick School’s Christingle 
Service in Clapham’s beautifully decorated church celebrated the work of the Children’s Society.  
Recorders and chimes were played musically and the children sang enthusiastically and read clearly.  Each 
child had prepared a Christingle and the moment came when they formed a ring of light around the body of 
the church. Revd Davies said, “Jesus, light of the world”, and everyone responded, “Shine in the world 
today”. The Children’s Society works towards every young person being safe, knowing there is someone 
who cares for them and feeling there is light.  This year I am able to send over £550.00 towards the Society’s 
important work. This wonderful 
total has been raised from our 
generous box holders and from 
those people who one blissfully 
sunny day in August enjoyed 
coffee and cakes in the 
Austwick church grounds. 
The Children’s Society letter of 
thanks for our donation 
states,“Thank you. You are 
helping transform the hopes and 
happiness of young people 
facing abuse, exploitation and 
neglect.” If you too would like 
to be involved, do please 
contact me. 
Alison Boxford.
07746110559  
alison.boxford@gmail.com
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The Parish Choir  
The Parish Choir started in 2004 with a chance remark from me from  the then Vicar, Revd Ian Greenhalgh, 
that a choir in the Church would be rather nice. Ian was very positive about the idea, as he was about 
everything, and asked me to go about setting one up.  This proved to be quite an easy task as I 
soon discovered that there were a number of singers in the Parish keen and willing to join a Parish choir, in 
addition to a couple of organ players. By 2005 the choir was up and running with around 12 or so members, 
mainly Sopranos and Altos, all ladies, however, except the vicar, Ian, who was an enthusiastic member from 
the start. Mary Creaser was our first organist and music director followed by Liz Mason in due course. 
At first, rehearsals took place in the Vicarage dining room, later in the Austwick church and now we meet on 
winter Monday evenings in the home of our current music director, Alison Boxford. 

The choir developed in both confidence and ability. 
Subsequently a number of men joined, giving us a 
range of voices from Bass to Soprano. We now 
have a wide and varied repertoire, designed to 
support and add to the very special services held in 
the churches at Keasden, Clapham, Austwick and 
Eldroth. The choir is an established fixture of the 
Parish, singing in their distinctive red and black 
outfits in all four churches.  As I write this we are 
rehearsing for the Christmas services and a festive 
evening at Bridge House, Austwick.  I hope you 
were able to enjoy some of these gatherings. 
Parish Choir now numbers over 20 members and 
continues to go from strength to strength. It is 
particularly satisfying that some of our 
recent members are new residents in the 
area. Thanks are owed to all our singers and music 
directors, past and present for their commitment to 
being the best that they can be.  Vivienne Shaw 

Austwick Bowling Club  
2022 was not one of our happiest years, like many 
groups and clubs in Austwick the bowling club lost 
one of our biggest stalwarts, Edward Hird, who 
sadly passed away earlier this year. He did so much 
for our bowling club - his passing has left a big 
void which we are struggling to fill. Through 
determination, and in Edward’s memory, we will 
see the club carries on its tradition of being a happy 
welcoming club.  
We held our end of season lunch in October at 
Knights Table, Stainforth, and stood for a minutes 
silence in memory of Edward. In the circumstances 

it was an excellent lunch as always and everyone 
was in agreement it was testament to Edward that 
we carried on as he would have wished.  
We will be starting 2023 with our AGM, date to be 
arranged, and then will be looking forward to 
opening the green and holding our usual friendlies 
and club competitions which at the moment are all 
to be arranged. The usual contacts are John Jebson, 
Captain, on 01729 824077 and Di Rees, Vice 
Captain, on 0759 928 2533. Please do come along 
and see what we are all about - a very warm 
welcome awaits you!!            Di Rees,Vice Captain  
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Austwick Field and Local History Society 
Meetings and field visits 
The Austwick Field and Local History Society 
(AFLHS) now has more than 50 paid up members 
who have enjoyed a number of varied evening talks 
and summer outings over the last few months. The 
picture opposite shows our June visit to Ashes 
Pasture Nature Reserve near Ribbleshead 
accompanied by members of the Yorkshire Wildlife 
Trust, to see the glorious globeflowers and other 
hay meadow plants. 
Evening Events and talks since the summer break 
have included a talk on “Understanding Old 
Buildings” by James Innerdale, a talk on “Curlews” 
by Catherine Ramsay from the RSPB and showing 
an old black and white film of the Dales in 
wartime. 
The Society has recently received confirmation that 
a £310 grant application for new portable sound 
equipment to the Roger Stott Community Grant, 
administered by the Yorkshire Dales Millenium 
Trust (YDMT), has been successful. The equipment 
will be used to improve the audibility of ALFHS 
talks for the hard of hearing and will be available 
for use by other local community groups together 
with the Society’s projector and laptop.

The following illustrated talks are programmed 
for third Wednesday in the month at 7.30 pm in 
the Village Hall over the next few months and all 
members and guests are welcome: 
18th January 2023 Heather Lane: The Horner 
Photograph Collection 
15th February Tim Pitt: The Work of the Lune 
River Trust 
15th March Tanya Hoare: Amazing Swifts 
19th April  Ellie Parker: Ingleborough Rewilding-
update 
17th May Mike Haken: Roman Roads 
21st June Chris and Judy Leeming: Austwick in 
Lockdown and After 
Capturing the Past Project 
The Society organised a successful open day on 1st 
October 2022 in the village hall where about a 
dozen or more residents of Austwick kindly 
brought along some fascinating documents for 
scanning. At small team comprising John Cuthbert 
from the Millenium Trust and Janet Millward and 
Graham Cleverly from the Society, then scanned 
about 100 or more individual documents. 
Since then, we have scanned a few more and put all 
the images on the Capturing the Past website 
www.dalescommunityarchives.org.uk (mainly in 
the Austwick History Group folder) where 
everyone can view them. There are more 
opportunities in the coming months for identifying 
old documents and local residents are continuing to 
contact Janet and Graham with new items for 
scanning. 
We hope to exhibit some of the images at public 
exhibition in the Hall next year. Graham Cleverly 

Austwick School: Stars 
of the week  
Every week children at Austwick CE Primary 
School and Nursery are chosen as Stars of the 
Week for living out the School’s Christian Vision 
of, ‘Let Your Light Shine’ (from Matthew’s 
Gospel). SHINE refers to living out our vision by 
being: Spiritually 
aware; Healthy and 
safe; Inspired by 
nature; 
Neighbourly and 
loving; Eager to 
learn. 
Our new school 
logo, pictured here, 
expresses our 
School Vision.
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Austwick Open Gardens 
2023: Saturday 8th July 
Summer 2023 will see an open gardens day 
organised to raise funds for new equipment for 
the playground at Austwick’s Playing Fields. 

The Gardens
You may recall we had a very successful open 
gardens day in summer 2021. 

Thanks to a group of gardeners, the variety of 
gardens to enjoy will again be varied – bigger, 
smaller, works in progress, recently developed, 
traditionally maintained, dedicated to rewilding- 
each a garden to admire, inspire and enjoy. 
Let me know if you’d like to add your garden to the 
group. Funds for the Playing Fields will be raised 

from the entry charge to see 
all the gardens and from 
refreshments.

The Refreshments 
It will be great to have your 
support again.  Please could 
you bake for the refreshment 
supplies? 
Please contact me if you’d 
like to help or phone for a 
chat if you’d prefer to know 
a bit more before committing 
your help or your garden. 

Thank you, Gwen.
Beck House, Austwick
015242 51185, 
gwen@cleverly.co.uk  
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*NEW*
Ironing Service
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Tel: Penny Hutchinson
015242 51228

For further information
(School Term Time Only)
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Austwick W.I. 
  

Austwick W.I. meets in the Parish Hall at 
7.30pm on the second Thursday of the month. 
As well as our monthly meetings we are now 
planning to have regular walks around the area 
and trips out. 

We have had some very interesting talks this year 
and in September representatives from the Cave 
Rescue Organisation, based in Clapham, gave an 
illustrated talk about their work. All the work 
carried out is on a voluntary basis but it costs 
approximately £50000 a year just to ensure that 
vehicles and equipment are maintained and are 
ready to respond to a call out. As a charity they are 
funded through donations which they are extremely 
grateful for, no matter the size of the gift. 

The AGM was held at the October meeting when 
the President thanked Ann Whitwell and Catherine 
Nicholls for their hard work as they retired from the 
committee and welcomed new members Margaret 
Barrington and Olivia Hawkins onto the committee. 
Angela Rogers was re-elected President and reports 
were given from the secretary and the treasurer. We 
were also delighted to welcome several new 
members. Light refreshments were served after the 
formal part of the meeting. 

Julia Chapman made a very welcome return to the 
November meeting. Her talk entitled ‘From page to 
screen’ explained the processes involved in 
translating a book into a TV program. Julia 
described how ‘Date with Death’ from the popular 
Dales detective series has been made by a French 
production company into a 90 minute pilot with a 
view to a series. She showed illustrations of the 
locations and actors involved. 

Avelina Wright sang Christmas Carols, with 
members joining in, at the December meeting as a 
prelude to a varied finger buffet accompanied by 
mulled wine. 

Austwick WI supports the Pop up Pantry Food 
Bank in Ingleton, which also covers an area 
including our own immediate neighbourhood. They 
are very grateful for the money donated by our 
community as there are a number of families and 
elderly people who rely on their help.  In October we 
held a Coffee, Cakes and Crafts morning. It was a 
tremendous effort and £735 was raised for this very 
worthy cause. Christmas hampers will be made up 
for the most vulnerable families and people. The 
W.I. have contributed with hand-made decorations 
and other goodies. We wish to thank everyone who 
have donated money or goods and a special thank 

you to Michelle and  Iain for all their hard work and 
commitment on our behalf. 

We have been very fortunate to have been asked to 
join up with Ribchester WI and as part of this 
partnership we were invited to attend a wreath 
making workshop which was enjoyed by several of 
our members. 

The WI group Carol Service was held at Clapham 
this year after a long break due to Covid 
restrictions. 

We are still keeping in touch via our monthly 
newsletter, as well as via our WhatsApp 
group, where members are sharing photos and their 
news with each other. We do hope that you find 
next year's programme interesting. 

2023 Programme 

Feb 9th The Falkland Islands Alison Webb 

Mar 9th Sir Peter Scott Les Chandler 

Apr 13th Settle Shops, Past and Present John Reid 

May 11th Members Night 

Jun 8th Victorian Childhood Marriage Loretta 
Dolan 

Jul 13th Summer Social at Beck House 

Aug 10th Tales of a Customs Officer Brian 
Topping 

Sept 14th Backstage at the Ballet Hilary 
McCumiskey 

Oct 12th AGM 

Nov 9th Butterflies of the Northwest Chris 
Winnick 

Dec 14th Festive Sketches The Three Peaks 
Players 

Dates of outings, workshops and walks will be 
announced throughout the year. 

 
Sue Dewhirst ( Press Secretary )  
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Austwick Parish Council: January 2023 
Having considered the Parish Council’s budget 
for the 2023-24 financial year and in the light of 
expected future increases in costs, Councillors 
resolved to increase the Parish Precept for 
2023-24 by 3.8% to £13500, which equates to 
approximately £54 of Council Tax for a Band D 
household.
Although nearly half of the Parish Council’s 
annual expenditure is spent on maintenance, 
including cutting the village greens and verges, 
in addition to general work such as tree pruning 
and drain clearing, this part of the budget will 
see no increase in the next financial year. 
The Parish Council has been successful, once 
again, in obtaining funding from the Yorkshire 
Dales National Park, for the maintenance and 
development of the conservation verges on 
Graystonber Lane and Clapham Road. 
However, in these inflationary times, it is 
important to keep abreast of rising running 
costs, such as insurance, administration, Local 
Government subscriptions and so on, which can 
be achieved with a modest 3.8% increase. 
In addition to Parish Council meetings, Austwick 
Councillors also attend events relating to matters in 
Craven District and North Yorkshire County 
Council, as well as the Yorkshire Dales National 
Park. As you will be aware, Craven District 
Council will cease to exist on 1st April 2023 and 
North Yorkshire County Council will be replaced 
by a new unitary North Yorkshire Council on that 
date.

One of our Councillors attended a NYCC Town and 
Parish Councils Meeting held  in November, 
providing information on the various new 
initiatives that will be employed to engage with 
local communities, and how the new unitary 
council will interact with Parish Councils. Instead 
of Craven Council as our local district point of 
contact for highways and many other services, 
there will be a network of local offices for the 
unitary council.  A key objective of the new 
authority is for North Yorkshire to become the first 
carbon negative region in the country.  

Another of our Councillors recently attended the 
Annual Forum meeting for the Yorkshire Dales 
National Park Management Plan, held in 

Grassington Town Hall. The Management Plan is 
described as “the most important document in the 
National Park” and covers a five-year span, with 
contributions from some fifty   local and national 
organisations. Its 49 defined objectives for progress 
and improvement in the Park are monitored by a 
steering group and progress is measured and 
reported.    This year, particular advances were 
recorded in the number of new houses approved 
and built, improvement in the condition of Public 
Rights of Way and in the programme for peatland 
restoration, a vital part of the battle against climate 
change. 

The minutes and agendas of all Parish Council 
meetings, together with links to relevant planning 
and local government web sites can be found on the 
P a r i s h C o u n c i l w e b s i t e a t 
www.austwickparishcouncil.org.uk or copies can 
be obtained from the Clerk. 

The Parish Council meeting dates for 2023 
are:   January 16th, February 27th, April 17th, 
May 22nd PC Meeting, Annual Meeting of PC 
and Annual Parish Meeting, July 3rd, 
September 4th, October 16th, December 4th. All 
meetings are held in the Parish Hall and start at 
7.30pm. 
Time is given at the start of every meeting for 
electors to ask questions or make statements that 
relate to the work of the Council. 

We particularly invite you to come to the Annual 
Parish Meeting on 22nd May. This is your 
chance to hear what the Parish Council is doing, 
and to hear from our County and District 
Councillors, and from the National Park.   We 
also invite local community organisations to 
come and give us an update on their activities. 
The contact details for your Parish Councillors are 
as follows: 

Peter Goold, Chairman 015242 51039 

Barbara Tibbatts, Vice-Chairman 01729 860240 

Kate Smith 01729 860225

David Dewhirst 015242 51190 

Mark Robinson 07801 500352

Marijke Hill,  Parish Clerk 01729 823723 
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Austwick Piccalillis   

On August Bank Holiday 
Weekend, a contingent of 
p ick lebal l p layers from 
Austwick and the surrounding 
area, travelled to Glasgow to 
take part in the Scottish Open 
Tournament. 
For those who do not know, 
pickleball is a fast growing 
sport played on a court using a 
paddle. Austwick is a very 
successful club, playing at 
Eldroth, Giggleswick School 
and outdoors at Austwick if the 
weather allows! 

Picca l i l l i s p layed in the 
women’s, men’s and mixed 
doubles in a number of skill 
categories and enjoyed some 
e x c e l l e n t g a m e s w i t h 
competitors from across the UK 
and beyond including Australia 
and the USA. A round robin 
format was used for the first rounds followed by 
knock outs for the quarter, semi and finals. 

Austwick Piccalillis were represented in the quarter 
finals of the mixed doubles by Carol Crooks, Steve 
Heap and Kath Hamflett.  

Carole Scurr and Hayley Thompson were unbeaten 
as they took the Women’s Doubles title at skill 
level 3.0. Congratulations to all 
the players who represented 
Austwick in their team kit with 
the white rose on their backs! 

The tournament was a fantastic 
e x p e r i e n c e w i t h a g r e a t 
atmosphere. Austwick Piccalillis 
had an enthusiastic fan group 
who cheered them on and I’m 
sure they could be heard on the 
live stream! 

Earlier this year, Austwick 
P i c c a l i l l i s t r a v e l l e d t o 
Southampton for the English 
Open and won Bronze in the 
Men’s Doubles with Gordon 
Pimperton and Silver with Pam 

Whitehead in the Women’s 
Doubles. Congratulations to  
both. 

At the end of October Austwick 
Piccalillis took part in the 
English Nationals at Bolton. 
After a fantastic few days, 
competing against the best in 
the country, Austwick were 
again triumphant! 

Ian Johnson and Keith Walker 
Bronze 

Kath Hamflett Gold and Silver  

Carol Crooks Gold and Silver  

Carole Scurr Silver 

Caroline Bicknell two Silvers  

Karen Farnhill Bronze plus 
Gold in the MLP (Major League 
Pickleball) Competition 

We have also enjoyed playing in 
the NW and NE pickleball 

festivals, the NW League and have now introduced 
a ladder event. 

If you are interested in giving pickleball a go, 
check us out online! Open sessions at Giggleswick 
School on a Saturday morning or Thursday evening 
are an ideal opportunity to have a go! 

Contact: austwickpiccalillis50@outlook.com. 
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A Tribute to Edward Hird 

Edward loved Austwick village. He was born here, 
he grew up and married here, and spent his whole 
life in the parish at Wood End Farm. As a young 
man he served as a Parish counsellor for 10 years. 
When the village was able to purchase a small field 
with monies raised from the sale of the   reading 

room, Edward became actively involved in the 
creation of the playing fields. He was elected as its 
first Chairman and served for many years, working 
tirelessly in its development, overseeing the 
creation of the bowling green, children’s’ play area, 
tennis courts and the building of the sports pavilion. 
For the next 43 years he served continuously as a 
Committee Member and Trustee and he was 
instrumental in setting up the Street Market as a 
means of raising money to fund all these 
undertakings. 
Always very much “hands on” person, if a job 
needed doing Edward was always the first to come 
forward and just get things done. A keen bowler, 
with several years as Club Captain, he was always 
available to help with building and green 
maintenance. 
Edward’s most recent idea was to single-handedly 
organise, build, and light Austwick Village 
Platinum Jubilee beacon. His “Yomping Cuckoos” 
make an appearance at the street market every year 
as do his remembrance poppies in November. 
Edward was very much a traditionalist, a person 
you could rely on and trust. Austwick will miss him 
and be forever grateful for his legacy.  
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At the opening of the Playing Fields

Edward at Street Market 2022 

L. PRESTON AND SONS (Ian Preston)
M.O.T. testing, repairs and tyres.

Town Head Garage, Austwick (51391)

DALES DOG GROOMING
A complete grooming service for all dogs. 

All breeds and non-breeds welcome.
Contact Pam Booth (01729 825412)
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History Beneath Our Feet  
Hi, my name is Chris. You may know me as the Austwick Village Postman. And you may also 

know my fascination with all things history. 

My first experience of metal detecting must have been 40 years ago on a day 
trip to Blackpool. I remember being fascinated by a man using a metal 
detector and finding coins and other bits and pieces. I managed to get my 
very first detector around the age of 15, from my Uncle Geoff. And me and 

my best mate Gary would search local footpaths and playing fields. 

We would dig up mostly bits of tin foil and ring pulls, and 
sometimes, if lucky, an old penny. We just enjoyed being out in the fresh air and 
finding things was always a bonus. I found my first and only gold coin all those 
years ago, a George IV 1828 half sovereign. Still just as shiny as the day when 
some unfortunate person lost it. 

This year has been such a special year for me, as I have been fortunate to find a 
small hoard of hammered coins dating back to Queen Elizabeth the First. In England, 

Wales, and Northern Ireland, all finders of gold and silver objects, and groups 
of coins from the same finds, over 300 years old, have a legal obligation to 

report such items under the Treasure Act 1996. 

By law, finds of potential treasure must be reported to the Coroner in 
whose district they were found within 14 days of discovery. The earliest 

coin dates back to 1566 and the latest is 1612, under the reign of James 
1st. The hoard has been reported to the Finds Liaison Officer at the 

Yorkshire Museum. 

It’s a wonderful hobby and never ceases to amaze me, and when you are lucky 
enough to find something ancient it’s fascinating doing the research. A quote 

from the popular BBC Series The 
Detectorists: “Metal detecting is 
the closest thing you’ll   get to time 
travel, we unearth scattered memories. 
We mine for stories.”

Chris Eccleston

Left: Chris on a 
search in the snow. 

Other images: 
some of Chris’s 

finds.
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Settle Photographic Group  
Settle Photographic Group is open to all interested in improving their pictures, whether taken on a phone, or 
the latest digital camera. Meetings are at St Johns Methodist Church, Settle unless stated, with visitors 
welcome at a small fee of £4 to help cover costs. Please note that due to technical restrictions, access to 
meetings via "ZOOM" is currently for   members only. 
 
23 January   Monday  19.30 ZOOM ONLY Meeting:  YPU SPG Potential Entries with Feedback Discussions 

24 January   Tuesday  10.30 Outing: Village Hall Studio Workshop   
 
06 February   Monday  19.30 ZOOM ONLY Meeting: Settle to Carlisle Line Part 3; Irene Froy Part 2 

20 February   Monday  19.30 ZOOM ONLY Meeting: USA/SPG   Photo Swap: Discuss USA feedback on 
SPG 30 images 

22 February   Wednesday  14.00  Outing: Kirkby Lonsdale 
 
06 March   Monday  19.30 
Methodist Church HYBRID F2F/ZOOM:  A Few Digital Snaps with Colin Williams 

20 March   Monday  19.30 ZOOM ONLY Meeting: Graham Wood: My Photographic Journey 

23 March   Thursday  10.30  Outing: Village Spring Walk   
 
03 April   Monday  19.30  Methodist Church HYBRID F2F/ZOOM:  5th Annual Photographic Competition 

17 April   Monday  19.30  Methodist Church HYBRID F2F/ZOOM:  Annual General Meeting 

21 April   Friday  14.00  Outing: Salford Quays 

Find out more at https://www.settlephotos.org.For further information please contact us at 
secretary@settlephotos.org. 

Below: photographs from members of the group.
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Bench-marks around Austwick 
The Ordnance Survey of Britain started mapping as 
a military aid in the 18th century. In 1791 the Kent 
coast was mapped with fear of invasion during the 
French Revolution. The whole country was 
subsequently mapped by triangulation from the 
measured baseline in Kent. The north of the 
country was surveyed in detail (one inch to a mile) 
between 1840 and 1860 and heights above sea-
level, were added using lines along main roads as 
bases. 
These heights were marked 
on OS maps and 'on the 
ground' by Bench-marks of 
f o u r t y p e s . T h e m o s t 
common are arrow shaped 
incisions on prominent 
stones on buildings, bridges, 
gateposts and occasionally 
on stones in the landscape. 
This type of marker is called 
a cut-mark (CM), an upward 
point ing arrow with a 
horizontal line across the 
top, incised enough to rest a 
measuring staff on the ledge, 
or 'bench' which was at the 
exact height recorded on the 
map. 
Another mark seen is an arrow with a metal rivet 
(R) set in the stone at its point. The rivet is then 
used as the exact height. A variation of this is a 
larger metal bolt (B), often on horizontal surfaces 
like a bridge parapet. The measuring staff was held 
on top of the bolt. This type could be a dished 

hollow without a fixed bolt, for the surveyor to hold 
the staff on a ball-bearing placed in the hollow. 
A bench-mark not often seen is a Flush Bracket 
(FB) a metal plate, 6"x3", fixed vertically on a wall, 
cast with an arrow, holes for wedging a 'bench' into, 
and the letters OS BM (Ordnance Survey Bench 
Mark) and a unique serial number. These seem to 
date from a re-survey of Britain starting in 1935. 

There is a web-site giving all 
the original bench-marks, the 
heights of which were marked 
on our OS maps until recently 
when everything has gone 
digital. The heights were in feet 
and decimals of a foot until our 
maps went metric with the 
1:50,000 and 1: 25,000 scales, 
on which the heights are also 
metric. 
Now for the interesting stuff: 
Bench-marks around Austwick. 
Below is a list taken from the 
w e b s i t e w w w . b e n c h -
marks.org.uk. I followed the 
link to Landranger maps; 
A u s t w i c k i s o n t h e 
Wensleydale and Wharfedale 

one. You can enlarge our area, click on individual 
circles, find which kind of mark it was and also 
information from recent visitors' comments. 
A lot of marks are no longer in existence: buildings 
have been altered, rendered or pulled down and 
many gateposts have gone.                        Jill Sykes 
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A bench-mark in Austwick

List of Bench-Marks around Austwick  
Rivet:  N side of Helwith Bridge road, just E of northerly lane into Wharfe 
Rivet:  NW side of above, just South of same junction 
Rivet: NW side of road, 5m SW of angle Wharfe Gill Syke goes under road 
Rivet:  Mill Bridge, Silloth, on top of N parapet with CM 
Cut Mark:  Slaindale Barn SW angle 
Cut Mark:  Crummack Lane E side at crossing with Thwaite Lane 
Cut Mark: Townhead Lane on stone wall E side of lane 
Cut Mark: Barn at Flascoe Lane end, NW side, below present level of road 
Rivet: Top step of Cross with eroded Cut Mark  
Published Abstract Bolt:  Harden Bridge, E face of NW pier
1GL (1st Geodetic Levelling) Milner's Bridge to Bradford. Mark no.44 
Cut Mark: Starting Haw End Triangulation Station. (Wood-hill triangulation station) 14 chains NE of 
Wood House, centre of stone, 1GL. Milner's Bridge to Bradford, Mark no.46a (not on right-of-way) 
Flush Bracket: OSBM 11385 A65 Kiln Hill Lane Repeater Station, W face, NW angle, new 1969 (private 
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Austwick Village Show   
  
Following a presentation of 
photographs of the 2022 Show, 
accompanied by music, all 
kindly put together by Chris 
and Judy Leeming, the 
Annual General meeting of 
the Austwick Village Show 
was held on Thursday 27th 
October 2022. 
Officers and committee 
members were elected as 
follows: President: M Hird, Vice 
President: P Smith, Chairman: G 
Cleverly, Vice Chairman: S 
Dewhirst, Treasurer: J Huck. 
Committee: S Brown, H Brown, 
G Gooch, S Gooch, K Huck, C 
Lardner, K Jowett, B Procter, R 
Pettiford, C Wilkinson. 
The post of Secretary which Sue 
Dewhirst has held for many 
years was not filled during the 
election of officers but the 
Secretary’s key duties were 
taken up by several members of 
the committee and supporters of 
the Show and Sue was thanked 
for all her hard work over the 
years by the Chairman. The 
Chairman also thanked Paul 
Tibbatts who has also stood 
down from the committee, for 
his work on managing the 
trophies. 

The secretary 
reported 
another 
successful 
show. The 
items on 
display 
entered by 
both seasoned 
exhibitors and 
a promising 
number of 
new entries, 
achieved a 
very high 
standard as 
usual. The large number of 
visitors had much to admire this 
year whilst enjoying the home-
made cakes and refreshments on 
offer. This was the first Annual 
Show in the village since 2019 
due to Covid restrictions.  
Due to the fine weather the prize 
giving took place outside in the 
Parish Hall Garden, including a 
new prize for the best first -time 
adult exhibit (see image 
opposite). 
The Treasurer reported a healthy 
financial balance and sponsors 
and advertisers were thanked for 
their continued support.  
The 2023 show will take place 
on Saturday August 5th. A 

schedule of all 
classes will 
appear in the 
next Parish 
Newsletter 
(May 2023) and 
on the 
Austwick 
website and 
will be 
available in the 
printed 
Schedule in 
early July. A 
small sub-
committee has 
been set up 
again to 

coordinate the arrangements for 
the 2023 Show. It was also 
agreed at the AGM that the 
cover of the Schedule needs to 
be revised to demonstrate the 
breadth of the Show’s exhibits 
and Pam Smith agreed to liaise 
with the Doodlers Art Group to 
come up with a new design for 
the 2023 Show Schedule. 
To get you thinking, we have 
already chosen the new themes 
for several popular classes for 
the 2023 Show, including the 
children’s classes, so that you 
can begin your preparations 
early. (Where not covered below 
the classes are unchanged and as 
shown in the 2022 Schedule). If 
you need any advice on whether 
to enter in 2023, what to show 
or how best to exhibit your entry 
on the day of the show please 
contact one of the Officers 
above for help.  
For the Artistic Flower 
Arrangers: 
Class 20: An arrangement of a 
“Song Title” (named song) 
Class 21: An arrangement of 
“Let’s Go Wild” 
Class 22: An arrangement of 
“Be a Sport” (to include a piece 
of sporting apparatus eg, a bat or 
ball) 
Class 23: An arrangement in a 
bucket 
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For the Fruit and Vegetable 
Growers: 
The 2023 show classes for the 
fruit and vegetables section are 
virtually unchanged from 2022 
except for a change to the 
previous Class 40 which will 
now be a basket or trug of 
vegetable produce from the 
greenhouse or garden. Anyone 
wishing to enter for the first 
time in 2023 is especially 
welcome-please for the time 
being refer to the 2022 show 
Schedule for details of the 
various classes and rules. Now, 

however is the time to start 
thinking about what you would 
like to exhibit in many cases for 
the fruit and vegetable section 
buying the necessary seeds etc.  
For the Cooks: 
Class 55: A cob loaf 
Class 56: Four ginger biscuits 
Class 57: Four fruit scones 
Class 58: Four chocolate 
brownies  
Class 59: Any other tray bake 
Class 60: A coronation 
celebration cake (judged on 
appearance only) 

Class 61: Recipe item-a cherry 
cake 
Class 64: A cheesecake 
Class 65: Four sausage rolls 
(using any type of pastry) 
Class 73: Men only class-a 
trifle 
For the Artists: 
Class 74: A painting of a 
“Village Scene” 
Class 76: A drawing of a “View 
through a Gate” 
Class 78: Four different 
photographs of “Oh! I do Like 
to be Beside the Seaside” 
Class 80: A single photograph of 

“An Abandoned Building” 
As usual there will also be 
opportunities to enter 
photographs, drawings and 
paintings on subjects of 
your own choice. 
For the Crafters: 
No changes from the 
classes in the 2022 
Schedule 
There will be an 
opportunity for crafters to 
exhibit other areas of 
handicraft e.g. knitting, 
crochet, embroidery etc. 
Children’s classes: 
Class 93: A poster of 
“Beware of the Bull” 
Class 94: A photograph of 
“A pet” 
Class 96: A painted stone 
Class 98: A hand decorated 
card 
Class 99: A miniature 
garden 
Class 100: A pastry 
animal. 
 
As it says each year in the 
Schedule “We all 
endeavour to produce our 
best but we don’t take the 
results too seriously. Over 
the years this has proved 
the perfect recipe for an 
enjoyable and successful 
show”.  

 Graham Cleverly 
(Chairman) 015242 51185  
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The Seed  

A seed has fallen lately to the ground 
Was there room to put down anchoring roots? 

To settle there and make a site to grow, 
To resist those endless tearing winds 

And constant stream of endless tramping feet, 
The choking stranglehold of rampant weeds, 

A little shelter, just a little time 
To grow on onto endless majesty 

Nature’s supreme achievement of a TREE 

Molly Preston

Goodbye to Alfie, gone but not forgotten  
in horsey heaven, where ..  

 
There will be lots of grass but he wont get fat 

A place to roll and a water hole 
Trees for shade, a safe place to sleep 

A time to rest and a time to eat 
Warming sun and gentle rain 

He’ll prance about and be young again 
 

And hello to young Raven, full of life… 
Do you know who came by today 

Kate on Pepe and her friend on a grey 
They stopped awhile but couldn’t stay 

So I galloped about and bucked and squealed 
And left great divots on the field 

 
Do you know who came by today 
An unknown lady on a big fat bay 

They didn’t stop to say hello 
Just walked on quietly down the road 
Even though I bucked and squealed 

And left great divots on the field 
 

Do you know who came by today 
Lots of people who stare and say 

Aren’t you gorgeous, aren’t you grand 
Come and take a sweetie from my hand 

But I just turn and walk away 
No bucks or squeals,  

No great divots on the field 
I’ll save that fun for another day 

 
Many thanks for all the kindness when Alfie left us and for the happiness and enthusiasm in 
welcoming Raven to the village. Thank you also to all the car, van, bus, wagon and tractor 

drivers who slow down as we try to help Raven get comfortable with all types of traffic. 

Helen and Liz  
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Poetry Page: 

Your 

contributions 

welcome 

(Your own poems, or ones 

written by others which 

you’d like to share)
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 Eldroth Parish Hall: Winter 2022  

As we come to the end of 
another year, the hall 
committee held its final 
meeting of 2022 at the 
beginning of December. Lots 
of hard work has been put in 
and a number of successful 
events arranged, culminating, 
at the end of November, with 
Cheese and Wine tasting. 
Austwick based Lekker wines 
brought a selection of Christmas 
wines to try, which were 
complimented by a choice of 
local cheeses. Over 40 people 
enjoyed a pleasant and convivial 
evening as Karol-Anne from 
Lekker wines guided us through 
the different wines which 
particularly suit the festive 
period, rounding off with a Port 
wine from South Africa. 
The main hall continues to be 
well used, with the playing court 
normally in use every week day. 
In fact the use of the main hall 
has reached such a level as to 
start to make it difficult to find 
some time available for the 
regular cleaning to be carried 
out, a nice position to be in 
though. 

 Looking towards 2023 with the 
main hall refurbishment 
completed, the committee has 
turned its attention to the outside 
of the premises. As mentioned 
above, the popularity of the hall 
means our financial situation 
remains robust, and we are 
therefore in a position to be able 
to plan further improvements. 
The committee has given the go 
ahead for three projects for next 
year. A few years ago the 
wooden fire escape door leading 
onto the car park had 
succumbed to rot and was 
replaced by a new steel door and 
frame. We now intend to replace 
the existing main wooden entry 
doors with new steel ones in a 
similar style and colour. 
Secondly, when the hall was 
built, due to understandable 
financial constraints at the time, 
there was an area at the front of 
the hall which did not get 
surfaced and now looks rather 
untidy. Thus we are now 
planning to surface this area to 
compliment the main car park. 
In addition, there is a small area 
on the far side of the car park 

which was once the site of the 
LPG tank for the hall heating, 
which will be surfaced at the 
same time.  
Finally, the original notice 
board, now 22 years old, which 
has taken everything the 
Yorkshire weather can throw at 
it is now on its last legs and will 
be thoroughly refurbished in the 
spring. 
At our next meeting in February 
we will be looking to arrange a 
few social events at the hall 
which we hope people will 
support, however, with 
committee numbers low there is 
a limit to what can be done. 
With more people we can do 
more, so if you feel you would 
like to get involved and 
contribute to the running of the 
hall, do get in touch and come 
along to one of the meetings. 
We are a friendly bunch and all 
contributions and offers of help 
are always welcome. 
Andrew Diggens 
Chairman, Eldroth Parish Hall 
Committee 
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ADVERTISE 
WITH US 

The Austwick Parish 
Newsletter is is funded 
by our advertisers (with 
support from Austwick 

Parochial Church 
Council and Austwick 

Parish Council). 
It is freely distributed to 

all households in 
Austwick, Eldroth, 

Feizor, Lawkland and 
Wharfe. Advertising 
rates start from £10. 

Please send advertising 
queries to Colin Renwick 
colinrenwick@btinternet.

mailto:colinrenwick@btinternet.com


Austwick Parish Newsletter :: January - April 2023

Eldroth Church 

As we look back on 2022 at Eldroth Church, we 
remember coming together as a community to care 
and support each other during happy times and sad.   
Baptisms, weddings, prayers for the sick and those 
who have died, regular worship as well as 
community events; celebrating Queen Elizabeth’s 
Platinum Jubilee, and then coming together through 
the grief of her passing. Reflecting on a life of 
dedication and service. 
Messy Church is always a favourite with the 
younger members of our community and engages 
with our congregation of the future.   It was also the 

year in 
which we 
celebrated 
the 97th 
birthday of 
Mrs Lillian 
Bentham, former warden and well respected member of the 
congregation. 
We have again held 
our quiet services of 
contemplation that 
are the essence of 
Taize. The church is 
candle-lit 
throughout and is a 
place of tranquility 
and time for 
reflection, away 
from the hustle and 

bustle of everyday life.    We also take this opportunity to pay 
our respects for the lives lost in conflict, with a visual 
display of remembrance for the whole community to 
appreciate.
During Advent, the Nativity tableau display outside church 
is enjoyed by all and reminder of the true meaning of 
Christmas. The Nativity and Carol Service is also a highlight 
of Eldroth Church’s calendar, with children again at the 
heart of this very special occasion.   

Looking forward to 2023, we give special thanks 
for the generosity of our local community by way 
of collections, individual donations and supporting 
our fundraising events, helping us to manage and 
maintain Eldroth Church for future generations.   

Services at eldroth 
9.30am on the First Sunday of each month: 

Holy Communion
6.30pm on the Third Sunday of each month: 

Evening Prayer
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Messy Church

A Taize service
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John’s Notes: trusting our security to one another  
“I think our lowest low was 
when we were told by a tenant 
that we were renting a house to, 
that she wasn’t going to pay the 
rent anymore. We were trying to 
pay rent on our own place, 
trying to pay the mortgage as 
well. The credit cards were 
maxed because of trying to do 
repairs on a house that we didn’t 
live in. I had 68p in my wallet, 
no food in the house, the 
children saying, ‘Mum, I’m 
hungry,’ and I couldn’t do 
anything.”
Jenny, Steve and their three 
boys were overwhelmed by debt 
when Christians Against Poverty 
(CAP) first met them back in 
2015. Steve says, ‘Trying to 
provide for your family and 
seeing that you still working 
really, really hard but you’re not 
getting anywhere, crumbled me 
and crumbled Jenny.”

CAP worked with them over a 
number of years until they 
became debt free. ‘It was like a 
huge weight was lifted off of 
our shoulders… We could sleep 
at night.’ Jenny says, ’CAP 
don’t just deal with the money, 
they deal with the emotions and 
they deal with the practical 
things as well. Our boys are 
thriving in so many ways now. 
They’re secure because me and 
Steve are secure.’
Rowan Williams recently wrote, 
‘A “cost of living” crisis is a 
sign that something basic about 
how we imagine society has 
gone fantastically wrong. When 
“living” becomes a commodity 
that some can afford and some 
can’t, the assumption that we 
ought to be able to trust one 
another to sustain our security is 
being challenged at the root. We 
are being lured into that most 

destructive of myths: that the 
essential human position is as an 
individual purchaser acquiring 
desirable goods – not a 
contributor to the building of a 
trustworthy network of 
relations, dependable enough to 
allow more people to become 
active and generous 
contributors.’
Might we hope for 2023 that our 
society begins to turn towards 
prioritising security for 
everyone? Many in our 
community are already  
working and volunteering in 
various ways to help keep one 
another safe. Others are 
campaigning with those pushing 
for an end to food and fuel 
poverty. These acts of kindness 
are the glue which will hold us 
together through hard times.
Christians Against Poverty 
capuk.org; 0800 328 0006. 

Revd John Davies, 01524 805928, john.davies@leeds.anglican.org. Talks: bit.ly/johndavies-talks
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Church Notes: Rural Life and Village Church 

Lent is a season the Church sees as an opportune time for coming together to reflect on the things of 
life and faith, in hope of learning with others, refreshing our vision and renewing our hope. 
The Churches of the Bowland and Ewecross Deanery (covering the area from Ingleton and Bentham 
to Gargrave and Kirkby Malham) are inviting all who are interested to a series of presentations and 
discussions on aspects of rural life with a focus on how the churches relate to our communities. 
We will be drawing on material in the practical guidebook How Village Churches Thrive (Church House 
Publishing 2022). 
Each session will also include times of reflection and prayer. 
Refreshments will be served between 7.00 and 7.30pm.
You are welcome to join any or all of these sessions. Please contact john.davies@leeds.anglican.org in 
advance if you would like to participate by Zoom.
Tuesday evenings at Settle Parish Church, 7pm for 7.30pm
28 February Rural life today: John Dawson
7 March Reaching the isolated and lonely: Giles Bowring, Farming Community Network
14 March Our Warm Welcome: The Very Revd John Dobson DL, Dean of Ripon
21 March Life Events: Suzanne Bairstow on funeral ministry; Revd Sue McWhinney on marriages
28 March Celebrating our Heritage: Sarah Lister

Church Services   

It is a pleasure to be able to report that Revd Mark 
Evans has received permission to officiate at 
services. This means that, when available, Mark is 
able to lead services at Austwick on the first Sunday 
of each month (when John is at Eldroth).  Our 
churches’ Sunday programme to the end of March 
looks like this:

22 January 9:30 Austwick; 11:00 Clapham Holy 
Communions; 7:00 Keasden Evening Service

29 January 10:30 Austwick Messy Church; 7:00 
Clapham New Inn Church in the Pub

5 February 9:30 Austwick; 9:30 Eldroth; 11:00 
Clapham Holy Communions

12 February 9:30 Austwick; 11:00 Keasden Holy Communions

19 February 9:30 Austwick Holy Communion; 11:00 Clapham ‘Easy Church’; 6:30 Eldroth Evening 
Prayer

26 February 9:30 Austwick; 11:00 Clapham Holy Communions; 7:00 Keasden Evening Service

5 March 9:30 Austwick; 9:30 Eldroth; 11:00 Clapham Holy Communions

12 March 9:30 Austwick; 11:00 Keasden Holy Communions

19 March 9:30 Austwick Holy Communion; 11:00 Clapham ‘Easy Church’; 6:30 Eldroth Evening Prayer

26 March 9:30 Austwick; 11:00 Clapham Holy Communions; 7:00 Keasden Evening Service

Also each Wednesday: 10.30 Austwick Holy Communion. 

These details are correct at time of printing. For up to date information please see our noticeboards, parish 
websites and Churches Weekly Newsletter (available in church porches or at bit.ly/churches-newsletter). 
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This altar frontal at Austwick Church, originally 
crafted by Christabel Ingleby of Harden, Austwick 

and recently skilfully restored by Pippa Foulds, was 
rededicated at our Epiphany service.
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Austwick Cemetery     
Following Revd John Davies’s article in the 
January - May edition about plans to develop 
the cemetery as a Living Churchyard, here is an 
update. 
We had a wonderful response from parish update 
ioners to the appeal for funding, and the PCC is 
extremely grateful for that support. In addition, 
applications to the Two Ridings Foundation, the 
Tony and Liz Bramall Foundation and the Craven 
Trust for funding were successful. As a result, we 
were able to replace the old ride-on mower with a 
new one and buy the wildflower seeds we needed to 
create our wildflower meadow.  
 A number of people volunteered their time and 
labour from March onwards, clearing overgrown 
areas and cutting back vegetation from the 
surrounding walls. The working parties continued 

until late summer, by which time it was felt we had 
achieved most of what we had set out to do, apart 
from the wildflower meadow. It was decided not to 
cut the designated area, and we were pleased to see 
that there was a good show of wildflowers, which 

had obviously lain dormant for many years while 
the land had previously been grazed or cut (before 
it became part of the cemetery).  The work included 
sorting out a drainage issue which had resulted in 
an area of the extension becoming very boggy. 
Compost bins and a new door for the shed were 
also made. Later in the year, following the granting 
of a faculty from the Church of England Diocese of 
Leeds, a large leaning cypress tree was removed 
and overhanging branches which were destabilising 
the walls were removed by contractors. 
Three wildflower 1 metre square ‘patches’ were 
prepared and when the Austwick School children 
came for a morning of forest school activities, they 
sowed cornfield seeds in these areas which later in 
the year provided a lovely show which the bees 
really enjoyed. A picture is included. Graham 
Cleverly gave the children a talk about wildflowers 
and how to establish them. 
In early October, the time came to prepare the 
wildflower area for seed sowing. First we had to cut 
and remove all the long grass and once this had 
been done, Graham Cleverly and I spent a morning 
with a hired rotovator to create a good seed bed, 
following which the seeds, including additional 
yellow rattle seeds kindly donated by Graham, 
were broadcast by hand and then rolled into the 
tilth using our ride-on mower. Alison Boxford 
kindly provided coffee and biscuits to keep us 
fortified. 
We are very much looking forward to seeing what 
comes up next year. Meanwhile, thanks go to all the 
volunteers, especially the mowing team, David 
Booth and Mal Percival who have kept the 
cemetery looking very tidy and well cared for. If 
anyone is interested in the wildflower mix we used, 
it is the Special General Purpose Meadow Mixture 
(EM3) supplied by Emorsgate Seeds of Kings 
Lynn.

Giles Bowring, Church Warden  
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Settle Orchestral 
Society  

Did you know that there is a full-sized 
symphony orchestra based in Settle?   Settle 
Orchestral Society has been bringing high-
quality music to the Craven area for over fifty 
years, as well as providing wonderful 
opportunities for amateur musicians – of all ages 
– to play some of the classics of the orchestral 
repertoire. 
The orchestra has developed enormously since its 
early days, to a large extent thanks to Howard 
Rogerson’s 15-year tenure as conductor.   Howard 
introduced the junior membership scheme, which 
epitomised his policy of providing opportunities for 
youngsters to experience orchestral playing.  
[Howard’s choice of repertoire was always eclectic 
and he will be remembered for his enthusiastic 
championing of composers of “light” orchestral 
music such as Eric Coates (of “Dambuster march” 
fame).] 
In 2017 we developed a partnership with the Royal 
Northern College of Music (RNCM), who 
recommend each year a student on their post-
graduate conducting course.   This season’s 
conductor is Xinjie Yang from China who has 
already made her mark with an ambitious 
programme of Schubert and Tchaikovsky.
The partnership with RNCM also gives us access to 
some very talented instrumental and vocal soloists, 
in line with our objective of encouraging young 
musicians. 
We also are fortunate in having two very 
experienced co-principals – Anne Heaton (violin), 
who has for many years taught in schools and 
music centres in the region; and Bob Buller (cello), 
who will be playing Tchaikovsky’s rococo 
variations at our next concert. 
We are always glad  to hear from anyone interested 
in joining Settle Orchestra, or writing music for us.  
We particularly welcome young instrumentalists 
and composers, and currently have vacancies for 
string and brass players.   Rehearsals take place 
during the school term on Friday evenings in 
Settle. 
Why not come along to one of our concerts this 
year, in Settle or in Skipton, to enjoy an 
exhilarating evening, support local musicians, and 
help keep live music alive?   Full details of concerts 
and contact deta i ls are on our websi te 
www.settleorchestra.org.uk,   We look forward  to 
seeing you soon! 
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Friends of the Dales  
Environmental campaigning charity, Friends of the Dales free autumn and winter events programme 
features the following talks and walks. For bookings email victoria.benn@friendsofthedales.org.uk For 
further information visit: www.friendsofthedales.org.uk  

Image from Wild Ingleborough website / WWF Digital Talk: Wild Ingleborough. Wednesday 18 
January 2022, 4.30pm
Ellie Parker, Community Engagement Officer for 
the project, will showcase the team’s ongoing work 
to protect fragile upland habitats, increasing the 
area’s biodiversity and establishing more habitats 
for key endangered species.  
Digital Talk: Plastic Free Woodlands. 
Wednesday 1 February 2023, 4.30pm
Mike Appleton, Plastic Free Woodlands Project 
Officer for Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust will 
talk about its ongoing project to break our reliance 
on plastic and find sustainable alternatives in 
woodland creation. 
Digital Talk: Raptor Persecution. Wednesday 22 
February 2023, 4.30pm
North Yorkshire is the worst place in the UK for 
bird of prey persecution. Investigations Officer for 
the RSPB, Howard Jones will bring to life the cases 
and day to day work of fighting wildlife crime.
Social Stroll: Gargrave to Skipton. Wednesday 
22 March 2023, 9.30am – 1pm
The first of our Social Strolls, created for those who 
want to walk over less arduous terrain with time to 
chat and socialise as they go. Meeting at Skipton 
Bus Station, we bus to Gargrave, returning to 
Skipton via the Leeds Liverpool canal tow path. 
Once back in Skipton, there will be the option of 
concluding the walk in a café for refreshments.  
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Nature Notes: January  2023  

The BBC archives have recently broadcast a 
record of a broadcaster announcing that 
unfortunately there has been no news of any 
importance to report that evening. I felt the 
same way about any interesting nature notes this 
autumn/ winter -after a long dry summer and 
untypically warm autumn, not much is 
happening in the garden or around the village…. 
Or is it! 

A very curious large semi-circle of fungi appeared 
on the Clapham Road verge recently-apparently 
they are called trooping funnels or monk’s head 
mushrooms. A quick check on Google advised me 
they are edible and “Best fried when young and 
used in soups and stews when more mature. One 
fairy ring in France measured half a mile across and 
is estimated to be 800 years old”. I have no idea 
why they should form part of a circle-does anyone 
know? 
Gathering wild food from nature has gone in and 
out of fashion in Britain over the last few decades 
but I did have one unexpected success this autumn 
with wild walnuts. I have two unproductive walnut 
trees in the garden, both about 9 or 10 years’ old 
but I discovered by chance recently that just outside 
the village are two large mature walnut trees which 
due to the warm conditions this summer, were 
heaving with green fruit the size of large hens’ 
eggs. The next time I looked they were scattered on 
the ground at the mercy of squirrels and foragers 
like me, so with the permission from the owner, I 

gathered them all up, took the slimy husks off and 
then wondered what to do next… Advice from 
Google suggested I put  the clean  walnut shells in 
the oven in a baking tray at 50 degrees Celsius. But 
for how long - Google didn’t say! Well, after 
several hours they seemed to have dried out but the 
nuts inside were still too moist and they quickly 
started to develop a blue mould on the shells. 
However, another 4 hour session in the oven at a 
higher temperature seemed to do the trick and I am 
hoping they will last mould-free until Christmas. 
Thrilled by my discovery of wild walnuts, I planted 
6 walnuts still in their shells and outer husks in 
some compost and put them in the shed over winter 
in the hope they might germinate into new versions 
of the parent tree. Since it takes several decades for 
the trees to reach maturity, I am not holding my 
breath. 

On a walk around the garden in late November I 
spotted the fresh, headless carcass of a wood 
pigeon with wings intact-obviously a very recent 
meal for a local predator.  
Our cats have been acting fairly normally (for cats) 
and  appear innocent, and so I concluded it is 
probably the result of a recent bird of prey strike. 
But which bird of prey? The only candidate I ever 
see in the garden is a sparrowhawk but surely an 
adult pigeon is too large a bird for it to kill. On 
consulting some images of dead prey in my   bird 
book, the two most likely candidates are a) 
sparrowhawk (decapitates prey) and b) peregrine 
(scattered feathers). I would be very surprised if it 
was a peregrine since I never see one in the area but 
who knows?  Any suggestions welcome!

Graham Cleverly 
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